
By Rick Galiano  
Labor Council President 

 
 The Beaver-
Lawrence Central Labor 
Council held a Labor Day 
solidarity picnic for strik-
ing USW Local 1016-3 
members and their fami-
lies. The picnic was held 
in response to the call of 
the Mercer County Cen-
tral Labor Council encour-
aging the Labor Move-
ment to stand in solidarity 
with the striking USW Lo-
cal 1016-3 members dur-
ing the Labor Day Week-
end and beyond.   
 Local 1016-3 rep-
resents 410 production 
and maintenance employ-
ees at the NLMK Pennsyl-
vania plant in Farrell. The 
plant operates as a con-
version mill, turning slabs 
into hot-rolled and cold-
rolled coils. 
 The strike began 
on August 22nd.  Local 
1016-3 had been working 
without a contract since 
May 1st.  A major impedi-
ment to settling a fair con-
tract has been NLMK’s 
insistence on replacing 

the current healthcare 
plan with a high deducti-
ble plan and/or pricing the 
current plan so high as to 
force union members into 
the high deductible plan. 
 Local 1016-3 has 
filed Unfair Labor Practice 
charges with the National 
Labor Relations Board, 
which charges include 
NLMK’s refusal to provide 
information necessary for 
the Local to bargain on an 
informed basis, refusal to 
process grievances and 
for initially eliminating 
health insurance to the 
family of an employee on 
the very day that employ-
ee was killed in a motor-
cycle accident. 
 The Labor Day 
solidarity picnic was held 
at Local 1016-3 union hall 
in Wheatland, a short dis-
tance from the main gate 
into the NLMK plant. La-
bor Council Recording 
Secretary Kerri Theuerl 
coordinated the Labor 
Council’s effort, working 
with Local 1016-3 and 
USW Staff Representa-
tive Todd Clary.  
 A car caravan 

from Beaver County de-
parted the IBEW Local 
712 Edwin D. Hill Com-
plex in Vanport at 11:00 
am and arrived at noon 
when the picnic began.  
The picnic continued until 
2:00.  
 In addition to Kerri 
Theuerl and myself, the 
other Labor Council Exec-
utive Board members who 
attended the picnic were 
Executive Vice-President 
Dan Onuska and Vice-
Presidents Linwood Al-
ford, Mark Benkart and 
Jan Carpenter. 
 Others in attend-
ance included USW Dis-
trict 10 Director Bobby 
MacAuliffe, Beaver Coun-
ty Democratic Party 
Chairperson Terri Mitko, 
Pa.State Representive 
candidate Bob Williams 
(District 15), Beaver 
County Building Trades 
Community Outreach Co-
ordinator Joe Spanik, IAM 
international staff repre-
sentative Mike Cicconi, 
United Electrical Workers 
staff representative John 

LABOR COUNCIL 

OFFICERS 

SEPTEMBER  2020 VOLUME 7  ISSUE 1 

UNION BUG 
 

 

A Newsletter of  the Beaver-Lawrence Counties Central Labor Council 

 President:     
Richard Galiano                

USW 9305 

 Ex. Vice President:    
Dan Onuska                     

IBEW 29 

 Recording Secretary:         
Kerri Theuerl                  

SEIU HCPA 

 Secretary-Treasurer:        
Mel Ice 

     SOAR 

 Vice Presidents:   

 John Howard Thompson   

AFSCME 2902 

 Linwood Alford                  

LIUNA 833 

 Dennis Powell             

USW 8183 

 Mark Benkart                 

IBEW 29 

 Jan Carpenter                 

SEIU 668 

 Phil Lasky                     

AFT 3975 

 Trustees:     

 Laurie Fisher                 

AFSCME 2902 

 Rev. Kevin Lee                

IBEW 29 

 Alicia Craig                     

AFSCME 2902 

 Jody Kohser                   

SEIU 668 

 Lisa Alexander                      

AFSCME 2902 

 Sara Dudash                   

SEIU 668 

 Tom Flook                     

IUPAT 530 

Labor Day Solidarity:  Labor Council 
Holds Picnic For Striking USW Local 

1016-3 Members In Farrell 

Continued on page 3 



UNION BUG 
Published Monthly 

An official publication of the 

 

Beaver/Lawrence Central Labor Council 

 

P.O. Box A, Beaver, PA 15009 
 

Editor - Victor Colonna 

v.colonna@comcast.net 

 

Asst. Editor - Steven Kocherzat 

steven6700@comcast.net 

 

 

NEWSPAPER COMMITTEE 

 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS COMMITTEE 

Jody Kohser 

Mark Benkart 
 

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY 

T Berry 

Page 2 UNION BUG 

UNION BUG begins 7th Year of 
Publication 

The opinions expressed in Union Bug 
articles are those of the author and not 

necessarily those of the  
Beaver-Lawrence Central  

Labor Council or its officers. 

By Victor Colonna 
Editor 

 
 The September 2020 issue of the UNION 
BUG marks the beginning of the seventh year of 
publication.  
 
 The purpose of the UNION BUG is to tell 
labor’s story. Since there is very little coverage in 
the media on the labor movement, it is easy for 
the average citizen to forget that it even exists.  
 
 The labor movement does many good 
things; but if no one knows about it, the public is 
left with an information vacuum that hampers our 
ability to tell our story. 
 
 As I have stated in previous articles on 
the BUG, this newsletter can be much more than 

it is now. But we need local unions to submit reg-
ular articles on the things happening in their lo-
cals - strikes, community service projects, efforts 
needed to help their members - anything that 
might be of interest to the labor community and 
others reached by the UNION BUG. 
 
 The BUG currently has an email list of 
close to 400, and many recipients pass it on to 
members of their unions. It is a good way to get 
out information on your local’s activities and/or 
needs. 
 
 If your local has a story to tell, please con-
sider submitting an article for future publication. 
Contact Victor Colonna or Steve Kocherzat (see 
email addresses below) with any questions or 
submissions. 
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By Rick Galiano 
Labor Council President 

 
** The Pa. AFL-CIO Labor 
2020 Campaign in Beaver and 
Lawrence Counties will hold a 
Kickoff Rally on Saturday, Sep-
tember 19th at 10:00 am. The 
Kickoff Rally will be held outside 
of the IBEW Local 712 Edwin D. 
Hill Complex in Vanport. The 
Rally will give union members 
and their allies an opportunity to 
support and meet Pa. AFL-CIO 
endorsed candidates. The 
scheduled speakers are Con-
gressman Conor Lamb (CD 17), 
State Representatives Chris 
Sainato ((HD 9) and Rob Matzie 
(HD 16), Pa. Senate candidate 
Stephen Krizan (SD 47) and Pa. 
House of Representatives candi-
date Bob Williams (HD 15). Face 
masks will be required.  For 

more information contact la-
bor2020.blclc@gmail.com. 
 
** September 9th marked 
the one-year anniversary of the 
beginning of the strike by the 
members of UAW Local 1311 
against Langeloth Metallurgical 
Company in Langeloth. 
Langeloth is located near Bur-
gettstown in Washington County. 
According to a spokesperson for 
Local 1311 quoted in the Sep-
tember issue of the NWPA ALF 
News: “There has been abso-
lutely no progress in contract ne-
gotiations. The company has 
conducted itself in such a man-
ner some may consider their ac-
tions an effort to bust the union. 
This is something we do not 
want to see happen to our union 
now or any other union in the 
future.”  Requests for solidarity 

and assistance issued by Local 
1311 and UAW Region 3 Direc-
tor Jeffrey D. Binz appeared in 
the January and March issues of 
the UNION BUG, respectively. 
Carpenters Local 420 responded 
to the UAW Local 1311 request 
on February 8th by the delivery of 
nearly $800 in supplies to the 
picket line. A Beaver-Lawrence 
CLC delegation delivered water 
to the picket line on March 15th.  
Since March, the COVID-19 pan-
demic has placed a damper on 
the Labor Council’s solidarity ac-
tivities. Now, however, using the 
social distancing practices that 
we have learned, let’s redouble 
our efforts to help Local 1311. A 
copy of UAW Region 3 Director 
Binz’s written request with ways 
to help appears at the end of this 
issue of the UNION BUG. 

President’s Report 

Thompson and Pennsylvania La-
bor History Society President 
Howard Scott. 
 Thank you to Joe Spanik 
and Mike Cicconi for arranging 
and delivering bottled water to 
the Local 1016-3 union hall and 
to Howard Scott for creating and 
distributing a leaflet referencing 
the rich labor history in Farrell 
extending back 100 years to the 
Great 1919 Steel Strike. 
 After the picnic, a contin-
gent of our Beaver-Lawrence at-
tendees drove to the picket line 
in front of the main plant en-

trance to publicly display their 
solidarity with the strike. 
 Thank you to Kerri 
Theuerl for arranging this excel-

lent demonstration of labor soli-
darity. 

Continued from page 1 

Labor Day Solidarity 

2020 General Election Calendar 
 
 
Last day to register before the November election  October 19 
 

Last day to apply for a mail-in or civilian absentee ballot October 27 
 

Last day for County Boards of Elections to receive voted 
 mail-in and civilian absentee ballots  (8 PM) November 3  
 

GENERAL ELECTION      November 3  
 

First day to register after November election   November 4 
 

Last day for County Boards of Elections to receive voted 
 military and overseas absentee ballots (submitted for 
 delivery no later than 11:59 P.M. on November 2) November 10  

mailto:labor2020.blclc@gmail.com
mailto:labor2020.blclc@gmail.com
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In Brief 

Left: IUPAT contingent at August 28 March on 
Washington – Commitment March:  Get Your Knee 
Off our Necks.  IUPAT General President Kenneth 
E.  Rigmaiden was a keynote speaker at the 
March.  General President Rigmaiden was sched-
uled to be the keynote speaker at the Beaver-
Lawrence CLC’s 7th Human Rights Banquet on April 
16 which was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.  IUPAT District 57 was represented at the 
March by staff representatives Joe Hughes and 
Giles Grinko, and Local 6 member Don Slade.   

Solidarity with USW Local 1016-3:  Pa. AFL-CIO Recording Secretary Frank Snyder 
(center) with Mercer County CLC president and NWPA ALF president Andy Harkulich and 
USW Staff Rep. Todd Clary at the main picket station in front of the NLMK plant in Farrell 
on September 5th.  A contingent from the Butler County CLC lead by President Walter 
Geiger stood on the picket line on September 5th and provided food and water to the pick-
ets.  The banner of the Butler County CLC  appears in the middle of the picture with Walter 
Geiger to the right of the banner.  

47th Pa. Senate District candidate John Stephen Krizan III and Pa. 15th District candi-
date  Robert T. Williams at Williams’ August 16th Family Picnic and Corn Hole Tourna-
ment.  Krizan is a members of Teamsters Local 341 and Williams is a member of USW 
Local 1211.  Both candidacies have been endorsed by the Pa. AFL-CIO.  Williams attended 
the Beaver-Lawrence Central Labor Council’s Labor Day Solidarity Picnic in support of 
striking USW Local 1016-3.  The picnic was held in Farrell.  The Williams campaign will hold 
a second Family Picnic and Corn Hole Tournament on September 20th.  See the event flyer 
attached to the end of this issue of the UNION BUG for details.  



 

Postal Workers Hold National Day of 
Action to Save the Post Office 
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By Jan Carpenter 
Labor Council Vice-President 

 
 The American Postal 
Workers Union, National Asso-
ciation of Letter Carriers and 
the National Rural Letter Carri-
ers Association held a national 
day of action to save the US 
Postal Service on August 25th.  
The purpose of the day of ac-
tion was call on the members 
of Congress to pass legislation 
providing for $25 billion in 
emergency COVID funding for 
the USPS and to permanently 
reverse delays of mail deliver-
ies. 
 Locally, the three un-
ions held a rally in front of the 
large postal service facility lo-
cated on Pittsburgh’s 
Northside.  APWU Metro Pitts-
burgh Local 081, APWU Local 
227 and NALC Branch 84 are 
af-

filiated with the Beaver County 
Labor Council.  The Labor 
Council passed a resolution 
urging support for the USPS at 
the Labor Council’s August 
meeting. 
 The Northside rally 
was attended by members of 
several other unions, including 
the Service Employees Inter-
national Union, United Steel 
Workers and United Electrical 
Workers. 
 Please see the flyer 
attached to the end of this is-
sue of the UNION BUG for 
information on what you can 
do to keep up the wave of 
support for our public Postal 
Service and its unions. 

 

  

United Electrical Workers field organizer George Waksmunski 
and Beaver-Lawrence Counties CLC Vice-President Jan 
Carpenter at August 25th rally.  
 
 
 
 

Postal Workers standing along California Avenue in front 
of  Pittsburgh Northside USPS facility at August 25th rally.  

Sign at August 25th rally expressing concern that recent 
delays of mail as a result of policies of new Postmaster 
General Louis DeJoy  will affect the outcome of the presi-
dential election.  
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Calendar of Events 
 

09/19  Labor 2020 Kickoff Rally: 10:00 am, IBEW Local 712  
 Edwin D. Hill Complex (outdoor), Vanport.  See President’s 
 Report on Page 3 for additional details. Also please see  
 the flyer attached to the end of this issue of the UNION  
 BUG for information on how to volunteer to make calls for  
 Pa. AFL-CIO candidates.  You may also contact Jim  
 DePoe at jdepoe@ibew29.org or 412-956-6446 if you want 
 to serve as a local volunteer for the Pa. AFL-CIO’s Labor  
 2020 Campaign. 
 

09/20  Bob Williams for 15
th
 Pa. House of Representatives seat  

 Family Picnic and Corn Hole Tournament Round Two:   
 Brady’s Run Park Shelter No. 6.  Tournament registration  
 starts at 11:00 am and lunch served at 1:30 pm.  See flyer  
 attached to this issue of the UNION BUG for additional  
 information. 
 

09/21  Beaver-Lawrence Central Labor Council Executive Board  
 and Membership meetings; Executive Board – 6:00 pm in  
 person outside meeting; Membership – 7:00 pm in person  
 outside picnic meeting; IBEW Local 712 Edwin D. Hill  
 Complex, Vanport. Pizza and refreshments will be served  
 at the membership meeting. Covered dish foods are  
 welcome. Please contact Executive Board members with  
 any questions.  
 

09/22  NWPA ALF free introductory collective bargaining/contract  
 negotiations ZOOM class:  3:30 pm – 5:30 pm. Anyone  
 interested in attending should email nwpaalf@gmail.com. 
 

09/25  10
th
 Annual NWPA ALF Golf Outing: Whispering Woods  

 Golf Course. Contact NWPA ALF Director Rosann Barker  
 at 814-360-8336 for additional information.   

 

09/30  Labor School at Penn State Upcoming Programs. Please  
  and see Page1 and Page 2 of attached Labor School flyer for  
10/16  details. 
 

10/19  Beaver-Lawrence Central Labor Council Executive Board  
 and Membership meetings. Please check with Executive  
 Board members or check the October UNION BUG  
 Calendar of Events for status of the meetings. 
 

11/03  Election Day   

 

We’re on the Web: 
pa.aflcio.org/349 

Calendar of Events submissions must be emailed to  
Jody Kohser, Calendar of Events Coordinator, at 

jkohser@verizon.net, by 6:00 p.m. on October 12th  
to be considered for publication in the  

October 2020 Issue of the UNION BUG. 

mailto:jdepoe@ibew29.org
mailto:jkohser@verizon.net





















