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MOST DIVERSE LEADERSHIP 
TEAM IN AFL-CIO HISTORY 

Excerpted from August 20 
AFL-CIO Staff Statement 

 
 The AFL-CIO Ex-
ecutive Board today 
[August 20th] elected Liz 
Shuler, a visionary leader 
and longtime trade union-
ist, to serve as president 
of the federation of 56 un-
ions and 12.5 million 
members. Shuler is the 
first woman to hold the 
office in the history of the 
labor federation. The Ex-
ecutive Council also elect-
ed United Steelworkers 
(USW) International Vice 
President Fred Redmond 
to succeed Shuler as sec-
retary-treasurer, the first 
African American to hold 
the number two office. 
Tefere Gebre will continue 
as ex. vice president, 
rounding out the most di-
verse team of officers ever 
to lead the AFL-CIO. 
 The election of 
Shuler and Redmond 
comes after the unex-
pected and untimely pass-
ing of Richard Trumka, 
who served as AFL-CIO 
president from 2009 until 
his death on Aug. 5. 

. . . In 2009 [Shuler] joined 
forces with Trumka, be-
coming the first woman 
elected to the position of 
secretary-treasurer at an 
AFL-CIO convention and 
the youngest woman ever 
on the federation’s Execu-
tive Council. As secretary-
treasurer, she also served 
as the chief financial of-
ficer, turning deficits into 
surpluses and steering the 
federation through multiple 
fiscal crisis, including the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
. . . As [USW] international 
vice president for human 
affairs, Redmond oversaw 
the Civil and Human 
Rights Department, as 
well as the union’s ship-
building, health care and 
public sector bargaining, 
and worked with USW al-
lies across the country in 
responding to attacks on 
voting right and in combat-
ing economic inequality. 
Redmond has a long his-
tory of leadership on vari-
ous boards, including the 
Coalition of Black Trade 
Unionists and the A. Philip 
Randolph Institute. In 
2021, Redmond was elect-

ed president of the Trade 
Union Confederation of 
the Americas, a prestig-
ious international post. 
. . .The terms of the three 
executive officers run 
through June 2022, when 
delegates to the AFL-CIO 
Convention in Philadelphia 
will elect leaders for new 
four-year terms.  
  

[Editor’s Note:  Vice Presi-
dent Redmond’s support 
as USW international vice 
president for human affairs 
was a key factor leading to 
the success of the first 
Beaver-Lawrence Central 
Labor Council Human 
Rights banquets. He 
helped secure speakers, 
promoted attendance and 
spoke at the banquets. He 
also supported the Labor 
Council’s efforts in 2013 to 
encourage local legislators 
to vote against the Voter 
ID Law that became law 
and then was invalidated 
by a state appellate court. 
His support included at-
tending a demonstration in 
front of Sen. Elder Vogel’s 
office before the State 
Senate vote on the Voter 
ID bill.] 
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UNION BUG Completes 
Seventh Year of Publication 

The opinions expressed in Union Bug 
articles are those of the author and not 

necessarily those of the  
Beaver-Lawrence Central  

Labor Council or its officers. 

 

By Victor Colonna 
UNION BUG Editor 

 
 The September 2021 is-
sue of the UNION BUG marks 
the beginning of our eighth year 
of publication. 
 We at the UNION BUG 
firmly believe that the Labor 
Movement’s successes and on-
going challenges need to be pre-
sented to the public. Our goal is 
to report the successes and chal-
lenges in the context of the Bea-
ver-Lawrence Central Labor 
Council and its affiliated labor 
organizations and community 
partners.  
 During our 2020-2021 
publication year, we have creat-
ed a Solidarity Calendar that re-
ports on strikes, lockouts and 
requests for solidarity from un-

ions negotiating contracts.  
Through the Solidarity Calendar, 
we reported on the activities of 
the Beaver-Lawrence CLC to 
support the striking USW mem-
bers in Farrell and striking USW 
members at the ATI plants in 
Western Pennsylvania. We also 
reported on the requests of other 
unions for attendance at contract 
demonstrations. 
 We hope that union or-
ganizations seeking solidarity 
with their efforts to settle fair con-
tracts or to build support for the 
Labor Movement’s agenda will 
contact us and provide us with 
information that we can present 
to our readership. Your input will 
make the UNION BUG more pre-
cise, interesting and unique. 
 Without your input, we 
are more prone to misreport the 

events around us. For example, 
in the August issue of the UNION 
BUG, it was reported that the La-
bor Day celebration in West-
moreland County was the only 
celebration in Western Pa. We 
have since learned that two other 
celebrations were held.  IBEW 
Locals 56, 827 and 1319, Steam-
fitters Local 449, Erie-Crawford 
CLC. Plumbers Local 27, Operat-
ing Engineers Local 66, Team-
sters Local 397 and the PA AFL-
CIO were the prime sponsors of 
the annual Erie Labor Day Pa-
rade. The Mercer CLC participat-
ed in the annual Hermitage La-
bor Day Parade.  
 We look forward to your 
input in the coming publication 
year. 
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Calendar of Events 
 
 

09/20  Beaver-Lawrence Central Labor Council Executive Board 
 and Membership meetings are canceled.  
 
09/29  NW PA ALF meetings: Executive Board meets at 6:00 PM. 
 Membership meeting at 7:00 PM. In-person at AFSCME  
 DC 85 Hall at 1276 Liberty Street, 1

st
 floor, Franklin16623  

 or via Zoom.  Special speakers to be announced.  RSVP  
 to 814-360-8336 or nwpaalf@gmail.com 
 
10/02  Erie-Crawford Central Labor Council’s Community  
 Services Committee 54

th
 Annual Awards Banquet:  

 5:00 PM, Siebenbuerger Club, 2114 French Street, Erie  
 16501. Guest speaker will be PA AFL-CIO President Rick  
 Bloomingdale. See flyer at the end of this issue of the  
 UNION BUG for additional information. 
 
10/10  Greater Westmoreland Labor Council 24

th
 Annual Labor  

 Recognition Dinner:  5:30 PM, Lakeview Restaurant, 6153  
 Route 30 West, Greensburg. See flyer at the end of this  
 issue of the UNION BUG for additional information. 
 
10/15  Beaver-Lawrence Central Labor Council Executive Board  
 and Membership meetings.  Please check with Executive  
 Board for status of meetings. 
 
11/02  Election Day   
 

 

We’re on the Web: 
pa.aflcio.org/349 

Calendar of Events submissions must be emailed to  
Jody Kohser, Calendar of Events Coordinator, at 

jkohser@verizon.net, by 6:00 p.m. on October 12th  
to be considered for publication in the  

October 2021 Issue of the UNION BUG. 
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